An efficient and economical approach to lead paint

by Cole Stanton,
Fiberlock Technologies, Inc.

hree quarters of the residen-

tial and commercial struc-
tures built in the U.S. before 1978
contain lead-based paint. Accord-
ing to the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA), there
are at least 57 million homes with
lead-based paint that will need
to be abated sooner or later.
Tough lead laws are already in
place in many states that either
force or strongly encourage per-
manent abatement. The coming
year will bring more regulations

and tougher laws in those states
where they are not already in place.

The bottom line: Contractors
are going to hear more and more
questions from their customers
concerning lead-based paint. These
circumstances make lead paint
encapsulants another specialty
coating well-suited to generate new
business. Since encapsulation is
generally the only method of
abatement that unlicensed con-
tractors can utilize, they now
have a solution to offer their cus-
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tomers when questions arise.

Indeed, encapsulants for lead-
based paint should not be
ignored. The existence of lead-
poisoned children is real, and
that means the tough lead paint
laws are here to stay. Contractors
will soon be forced to address
lead-based paint. By the end of
1998, every state is required to
have a lead law in place. These
laws must meet or beat the
already tough federal standards.
Contractors who ignore the lead
paint issue, or feel that it does
not affect them or their clientele
directly, will fail to supply their
customers with the expert ser-
vice they expect. The best proof
of the potential of this emerging
market is that thousands of con-
tractors have already added
encapsulation to there service
offering — making them respon-
sive to the needs of their cus-
tomers, their community, and
their bottom line.

So how does a contractor with
limited knowledge of the lead-
based paint abatement market
select an encapsulant? Below
are a few facts to consider when
choosing an encapsulant.
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Throw Away Your
Masking Tape!

slip easily over the door hinge

...and snap in place.
(And they are reusable.)

Snap-On
Hinge C

Designed
specifically
for 3.5 inch

round-comer
hinges

Another UniqueTool From

HE:V:A.

Call 1-800-864-4384
or 303-344-4771
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Encapsulants are topically
applied coatings designed to
form a permanent, flexible and
durable barrier against lead-
based paint. While these prod-
ucts vary in terms of composition
and appearance, most are funda-
mentally similar in that they are
used like paint. Brush, roll or
spray applied, the reduction in
cost from encapsulating rather
than removing lead-based paint
is obvious. Lead-based paints are
inherently durable, which is why
they have been used so exten-
sively. Consequently, lead-based
paint it is not only hazardous,
but also extremely difficult to
remove, making encapsulation
the simplest method of abate-
ment to use.

COST-EFFECTIVENESS

The efficiency of an encapsu-
lant comes from the thickness at
which it must be applied. When
encapsulants are evaluated in
laboratory performance testing,
proper application is determined
by noting the minimum thick-
ness at which the product passes
every test. Obviously, the lower
the approved film thickness, the
more economical the product is.
Coverage for encapsulants gen-
erally falls within a range of 30-
120 square feet per gallon for
interior applications. Thicker
exterior applications may get
slightly less coverage per gallon.
In the end, if less material, fewer
steps and less labor are required,
time and money is saved, and the
potential for future business is
greater, lead based paint or oth-
erwise.

AESTHETICS

All encapsulants are formu-
lated differently. Consequently,
each product may display certain
characteristics that might make
one or the other better suited for
a given application. Epoxy-ure-
thane polymer systems form a
paint-like surface with excellent
hardness. Elastomeric encapsu-

lants offer superb flexibility and
excellent cohesion. Cementi-
tious products are thick and
have a stucco-like appearance
with a hard finish. These are
better suited for surfaces that
will experience rough handling.
Lastly, thermoplastic-elastomeric
systems combine hardness and
flexibility to provide a superior,
and extremely versatile coating
that looks and feels like paint.
Many manufacturers offer custom
colors as an added service. Con-
tractors should obtain dry sam-
ples of products so they may see
the finish quality, texture, and
film thickness for themselves.

PAINTABILITY

EPA and HUD recognize that
while an encapsulant must main-
tain a barrier between lead and
the environment, property own-
ers will potentially want to
repaint the encapsulated surfaces
to change its color or aesthetics.
Therefore, one of the performance
tests all encapsulants must pass
is whether or not they may be
painted over with an ordinary
water-based or oil-based paint.
Check with encapsulant manufac-
turers for their specific guidelines
concerning how paint may be
applied over their products.



Lead Paint?
We Have The Answer.

Fiberlock is the most trusted name in the lead- Satisfied customers everywhere agree that L-B-C
based paint abatement industry. Our premium-quality is the best encapsulant on the market today. We
encapsulant, L-B-C® Lead Barrier Compound, is the stock nine designer colors and can custom-tint larger
#1 selling encapsulant in the U.S. and is approved in quantities. L-B-C meets all HUD, EPA, ASTM, and
all 50 states for both interior and exterior applications. OSHA standards and is UL® classified.

L-B-C is a proprietary water-based blend of thermo- Create a win-win situation for your store and
plastics and elastomerics, providing a durable yet your customers by choosing L-B-C. For more
flexible barrier and permanent abatement against information on L-B-C and the entire Fiberlock lead
the hazards of lead paint. A non toxic, worker-safe, abatement line, please call us at 1-800-FIBERLK
one-part product, L-B-C can be applied in a single (1-800-342-3755).

easy 7 mil spray application.

Visit us on the Web at: http://www.fiberlock.com

FIBERLOCK® -
- ]

Environmental Control and
Containment Systems

630 Putnam Avenue
Cambridge, MA 02139
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MODEL M-2
SOLVENT RECOVERY SYSTEM

[xypes
“We got our Sidewinder Recycler in
1988... It has paid for itself over

three times a year since, better
than printing your own money.”

Made in USA. UL Listed. Hassie Free.
No special Class I room or additions to build.

Notice: This unit has been investigated and
Listed by Underwriters Laboratories Inc. in
compliance with UL 2208 Standard for
Solvent Distillation Units as required by the
1997 Uniform Fire Codes. File # E176922.

For details check out our website:
www.soivent-recycler.com

Sidewinder/Persyst Enterprises, Inc.
3450 8. Procyon, Bidg C « Las Vegas, NV 89102
Email: persyst@worldnet.att.net

: Phone:(702)362-9432 Fax:(702)362-9440
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~Wood Restoration-
System

An unprecedented advancement in the
regeneration of rotted, damaged or even
missing wood. Makes permanent repairs
to wood, exterior and interior.

The professional answer to your
toughest restoration problems.

LiquidWood® deep-penetrating con-
solidant renews crumbiling, rotted wood to
original strength and hardness.

This rotted-and irreplaceable- woodwork...

WoodEpox® high-strength, no-shrink
adhesive filler and wood substitute replaces
missing sections of wood. Can be shaped,
sanded, nailed, stained and painted.

Widely specified by restoration professionals.
Easy to use.

Call: (800) 445-1754

...can be easily and permanenily restored.
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4D ABATRON, INC.

5501-95th Ave. Dept. HJ, Kenosha, W 53144 USA

414-653-2000 Fax: 414-653-2019 http://www.abatron.com )
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STATE CERTIFICATIONS

For contractors in Massachu-
setts, Connecticut, Ohio, Mary-
land and New York, it is impera-
tive that you select an encapsu-
lant that appears on the list of
acceptable products for that state.
In these states, health or environ-
mental authorities at the state
level have evaluated encapsu-
lants themselves to create a list of
acceptable products. Several
states without their own lists rec-
ommend that encapsulant users
refer to products certified by New
York, Massachusetts, Connecti-
cut, Ohio or Maryland. Under fed-
eral law, encapsulation is an
approved abatement method in
all fifty states, however, some
states have chosen not to create a
list of approved products, or have
not finished one at this time.

ANTI-INGESTANT

Superior encapsulants contain
a bitter-tasting, anti-ingestant
additive that deters children from
chewing on lead painted surfaces.
These additives are extremely
effective and provide extra protec-
tion and peace of mind for the res-
ident or building owner as well as
the contractor.

EXPOSURE

Several encapsulant manufac-
tures tout a single product that
can be used for both interior and
exterior surfaces. However, many
of these are restricted with
regards to exposure. Other encap-
sulant manufacturers offer two
different formulas, one recom-
mended for interior use and one
for exterior applications. Be sure
that the encapsulant you choose
will meet your application needs.

WARRANTY

Federal regulations require any
true encapsulant to carry a 20-
year manufacturer’s warranty.
Several manufacturers are will-
ing to extend this type of warran-
ty to their product. Ask for a copy
of the warranty in writing before




choosing an encapsulant because
some manufacturers do not meet
this HUD requirement.

PERFORMANCE TESTING
Customers who will be specify-
ing a lead-based paint encapsu-
lant for larger projects (e.g., con-
sultants, architects and public
health officials) will be careful to
examine whether or not the prod-
uct truly performs as claimed.
Manufacturers of encapsulation
products should be able to supply
performance testing reports from
independent laboratories. When
reading these reports, check
specifically for credentials like
fire-testing classification from
Underwriters Laboratories (UL®) and
independent testing to the UPITT
Combustion Toxicity Protocol.

For more information on lead
encapsulants or Fiberlock Tech-
nologies, Inc., call 800-342-3755.
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